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Donald E. Finn, Ph.D.

Professor
Regent University School of Education
1000 Regent University Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23464
(757) 352-4278
dfinn@regent.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D. Adult Education and Organizational Learning 2005
Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S. Curriculum and Instruction, Adult Education concentration 1998
Radford University
B.S. History and Social Science, Secondary Education concentration 1991

Radford University

EXPERIENCE

Professor of Adult Education & Professional Development
Regent University School of Education 2010-current

Virginia Beach, VA

Dean
Regent University School of Education 2015-2018
Virginia Beach, VA

Collateral Faculty 2002-2006
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Education, Richmond, VA
Rehabilitation Research & Training Center (RRTC)

Adjunct Professor of Adult Education 2003-2006

Virginia Commonwealth University School of Education, Richmond, VA
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RELATED EMPLOYMENT

Independent Education Consultant 2002-present

Adult and Higher Education Emphasis
Virginia Beach, VA

Higher Education Disability Training Coordinator/Research Assistant 2002-2006
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU-RRTC)
Richmond, VA

Adjunct Faculty 2003-2006
School of Education, Virginia Commonwealth University
Richmond, VA

Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center at Virginia Commonwealth University 1999-2002
Field Services Coordinator
Richmond, VA

Montgomery County Public Schools 1991-1999
Social studies teacher (7-12 and Adult night high school)
Christiansburg, VA

PUBLICATIONS

Finn, D.E., & Knight, S.E. (2026, Spring). Financial literacy: Why it matters for adult learners. COABE
Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 15(1), 7-12

Patterson, K., Brauch, J., Finn, D., Wallace, D., Anderson, J., & Hargett, D. (2025). The wisdom-ing of
academia: A servant-leadership perspective, International Journal of Servant-Leadership 19(1), Article
22. DOI: https://doi.org/10.64749/2160-8172 & 2160-8164.1446

Finn, D.E., & Pratt, P. (2025, Fall). Strengthening adult education through state leadership and strategic
partnerships. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 14(2), 8-11.

Finn, D.E. (2025, Spring). Adult education is... COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 14(1), 4-7.

Finn, D.E., & Kaiper-Marquez, A. (2024, Fall). Family literacy programs: The transforming power for
adults, children, and communities. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 13(2), 3-8.

Finn, D. E. (2024). A phenomenological study of factors related to persistence in online doctoral
programs: Preliminary findings. Enriching the Adult Learners' Experience in Higher Education: The
Proceedings of the 48" Annual Conference of the Adult Higher Education Alliance (AHEA) 22-27.
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED660755.pdf
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Finn, D. E. (2024). Virtual meetings: Fostering self-determined learning to connect online doctoral
students. Adult Learning, 35(3), 175—178. https://doi.org/10.1177/10451595241231002

Finn, D.E., & Grooms, L.D. (2024). Factors related to persistence in online doctoral programs: A Regent
University faculty research grant final report.

Grooms, L.D., & Finn. D.E. (2024) Beyond commencement: Measuring the impact of factors related to
instilling the university’s motto and values into doctoral students. A funded Regent University Faculty
Grant for 2024/2025.

Peterson, S., & Finn, D.E. (2024). Free and open source systems: Their value for engaging learners in
online settings. Active Learning in Higher Education, 1. https://doi.org/10.1177/14697874241257883

Finn, D.E., (2024). Adult education improves learners’ lives! A report on COABE’s adult learner alumni
study [White paper]. Coalition on Adult Basic Education. https://coabe.org/adult-education-alumni-
study/

Abramowitz, J. & Finn, D.E., (2024, Spring). Advocacy: The best tool in your adult education toolbox.
COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 13(1), 3-6.

Finn, D.E., & Escamilla, 0.M., (2023, Fall). Professional development for adult practitioners:
Considerations for effective practice. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 12(2), 3-6.

Finn, D.E., Hempel, K. (2023, Spring). Student leadership: Empowerment for individuals and their
communities. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 12(1), 3-4.

Finn, D.E. (2022, Fall). Adult Education’s Lessons Learned from the COVID-19 Pandemic. COABE Journal:
The Resource for Adult Education 11(2), 3-4.

Finn, D.E. (2022, Spring). Welcome to the learning differences edition of the COABE Journal. COABE
Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 11(1), 3.

Finn, D.E. (2022, Spring). Online learning and universal design: Practical applications for reaching adult
learners. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 11(1), 101-109.

Finn, D.E. (2021, Fall). Welcome to the technology and Adult Learning: Digital literacy for all edition of the
COABE Journal. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 10(2), 3.

Bonney, S.M. & Finn, D.E. (2021, Fall) Rising to the occasion: COABE’s responses and ongoing work
through the Covid-19 pandemic. COABE Journal: The Resource for Adult Education 10(2), 5-8.

Finn, D.E. (2021 Spring). Welcome to the workforce education: Part 2 critical impact edition of the
COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The Resource for Adult Education 10(1), 3.

Finn, D.E. (2020-2021, Winter). Welcome to the racial equity and immigrant integration edition of the
COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The Resource for Adult Education 9(2), 4.
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Finn, D.E. (2020, Spring). Welcome to the workforce education: Part 1 celebrating innovations edition of
the COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The Resource for Adult Education 9(1), 3.

Finn, D.E. (2019, Fall). Welcome to the leadership edition of the COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The
Resource for Adult Education 8(2), 2.

Finn, D.E. (2019, Spring). Welcome to the prison literacy edition: The key that opens doors edition of the
COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The Resource for Adult Education 8(1), 2.

Finn, D.E. (2018, Fall). Welcome to the career pathways edition of the COABE Journal. COABE Journal, The
Resource for Adult Education 7(2), 3.

Finn, D.E., Getzel, E.E., Asselin, S.B., & Reilly, V. (2015). Implementing universal design: Collaborations
across the campus in S. Burgstahler (Ed.), Universal Design in Higher Education: From Principles to

Practice (2nd Ed.). Harvard Education.

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

Finn, D.E. (2026, April 14). COABE Research projects update. [Conference session]. Coalition on Adult
Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Indianapolis, In.

Finn, D.E. (2026, April 13). Writing for publication: Tips from the COABE Journal editor. [Conference
session]. Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Indianapolis, In.

Finn, D.E. (2025, October 9). Beyond commencement: The impact of instilling university values into
doctoral students [Conference session]. The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education
(AAACE) annual conference, Cincinnati, OH.

Finn, D.E. (2025, October 9). The Graying of academia: A study of aging faculty at one university
[Conference session]. The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE) annual
conference, Cincinnati, OH.

Grooms, L.D., & Finn, D.E. (2025, June 25). Beyond commencement: A look at the impact of instilling
university values into doctoral students [Conference session]. International Conference on the Future
of Education, Florence, Italy.

Grooms, L.D., & Finn, D.E. (2025, April 12). Transformational change: Do an institution’s core values and
mission transfer beyond commencement from a doctoral program? [Webinar]. International
Conference on Humanities, Social and Education Sciences (IHSES), Las Vegas, NV.

Finn, D.E., Grooms, L.D. (2025, April 11). A phenomenological study of factors related to persistence in
online doctoral programs. [Webinar]. Regent University School of Education Virtual Research
Symposium.
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Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.M., & Fotenote, A. (2025, April 2). COABE longitudinal research study: An update.
[Conference session]. Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Dallas,
TX.

Finn, D.E., Grooms, L.D. (2025, April 1). Embodying the mission: A study of doctoral alums. Coalition on
Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Dallas, TX

Finn, D.E. (2025, March 31). Want to write for the COABE Journal?. [Conference session]. Coalition on
Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Dallas, TX.

Grooms, L.D., & Finn, D.E. (2025, March 20). Instilling university core values and mission through online
doctoral programs and beyond. The Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education (SITE)
36th annual conference, Orlando, FL.

Finn, D.E., Thomas, S.D., & Bonney, S.M. (2024, November 7). Understanding and integrating adult
learning principles into learning settings and the professionalization of the field. International Adult
and Continuing Education Hall of Fame 2024 Conference and Induction University of Florence, Italy

Finn, D.E. (2024, October 31). Self-determined learning and its impact on the trajectory of online doctoral
success. The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE) annual conference,
Reno, NV.

Finn, D.E. (2024, October 30). Measuring the impact of adult education programs as reported by program
alums. The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE) annual conference,
Reno, NV.

Finn, D.E., Walker, S.E. (2024, March 28). Adult learning principles for effective teacher professional
learning. [Webinar]. Regent University School of Education.

Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.M., & Fotenote, A. (2024, March 18-20). COABE Adult education alumni longitudinal
study update. [Conference session]. Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National
Conference, Nashville, TN.

Finn, D.E., & Campbell, C.M. (2024, March 18-20). Want to write for the COABE Journal? [Conference
session]. Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE) Annual National Conference, Nashville, TN.

Finn, D.E., & Grooms, L.D. (2024, February 28). A phenomenological study of factors related to persistence
in online doctoral programs [Conference session]. 48th Annual AHEA Conference: Virtual

Finn, D.E., & others (2023, April 3-5). General session host and emcee Coalition on Adult Basic Education
[Conference session]. COABE Annual National Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Finn, D.E., & Campbell, C.M. (2023, April 2). Want to write for the COABE Journal? [Conference session].
COABE Annual National Conference, Atlanta, GA.
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Finn, D.E., (2023, April 3). An update on COABE research initiatives. [Conference session]. COABE Annual
National Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Finn, D.E., (2022, November 3-5, 2022). National Summit on Adult Literacy (panelist): A meeting of
national leaders in adult learning and literacy hosted by the Annenberg Foundation Trust at
Sunnylands, Rancho Mirage, CA.

Finn, D.E., Sharbono, K. (2022, October 24). Conference planning and organizational tips, A live webinar
for state adult education association leaders, for the State Association Leadership Institute (SALI),
Online.

Finn, D.E. (2022, October 4). ALL IN: A national movement for adult learning and literacy (panelist). A
featured Conference Panel Session at the 2022 Pro Literacy Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX

Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.M., & Thomas, S.T. (2022, September 26). Developing an effective governance and
leadership structure for your state association, A live webinar for state adult education association
leaders, Online.

Finn, D.E., & Hempel, K. (2022, September 20). Research Makes the Case for Adult Education. A live
webinar presented during the Adult Education and Family Literacy Week celebration, Washington,
DC.

Finn, D.E. (2022, September 20). Live from Washington DC! Adult education and family literacy week! A
live podcast (4 interviews) conducted during the Adult Education and Family Literacy Week
celebration, Washington, DC.

Finn, D.E. (2022, June 23). Principles for effective adult education program leadership. An interactive
keynote session for adult education program administrators for the Michigan Adult, Community,
and Alternative Education (MACAE) Association, Lansing, MI, Online.

Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.M., Arnott, J., Fraklam, A. (2022, April 12). Is there an ROI on adult education? An
interactive discussion about a COABE longitudinal study. 2022 Annual Conference of the Coalition on
Adult Basic Education, Seattle, Washington.

Finn, D.E., & Robinson, B. (2022, April 12). Have you heard about the national action plan for adult
literacy? 2022 Annual Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Seattle, Washington.

Finn, D.E., & Campbell, C.A (2022, April 11). Want to write for the COABE journal? 2022 Annual
Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Seattle, Washington.

Finn, D.E., McBride, M., & Bonney, S.B. (2021, September 23). Adult education return on investment and
COABE’s upcoming three-year longitudinal study [Webinar] 2021 Adult Education and Family
Literacy Week.

Finn, D.E., & Campbell C.A. (2021, March 23). Want to write for the COABE Journal? Find out what you
need to know. 2021 Annual Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.
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Finn, D.E. (2021, March 23). All of those “gogys” Getting in tune with educational theories & their
application. 2021 Annual Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.

Finn, D.E. (2021, March 22). Getting in tune with your adult learners—what does the research say? 2021
Annual Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.
Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.B., Tyler, P.A., & Hart, S.0. (2021, March 19). State leadership pre-conference
workshop. 2021 Annual Pre-Conference of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.

Abramowitz, J.A., Finn, D.E., & Bonney, S.B. (2021, March 18). State advocates for adult education
fellowship (SAAEF) training and development pre-conference workshop. 2021 Annual Pre-Conference

of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.
Finn, D.E., Angelone, J., Lamar, O., Bonney, S.B. (2021, February 25). Adult Education: A Catalyst for
American Recovery and Growth. A Capitol Hill briefing for members and staffers of the US Senate

and US House of Representatives, Online Video link (begins at the 45:00 mark)

Finn, D.E., Stewart, C., & Moore, C. (2021, February 19, 2021). Discussions of racial equity in adult
education: Part 1. A webinar presented by the Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE), Online.

Video link
Bonney, S.M., & Finn, D.E. (2020, October 23). COABE: An update of the benefits and activities of the

national adult education association, Online
Finn, D.E. (2020, July 8). COABE national awards ceremony host and emcee. 2020 Annual Conference of

the Coalition on Adult Basic Education, Online.

Finn, D.E., Bonney, S.M., Hart, S.O., Tyler, P., Petroshius, D., McLaughlin, M, Wigginton, J., Suitt, R.,
Porfirio, L., & Pitzulo, M. (2020, July 6). Annual meeting for state association presidents, state

directors, and state staff. Coalition on Adult Basic Education Virtual Conference, Online.

Finn, D.E. & Bonney, S.M. (2020, June 29-July 9). General session welcome addresses. Daily welcome
messages for attendees of the Coalition on Adult Basic Education Virtual Conference, Online.

Finn, D.E. (2020, May 21). Useful online resources for all learners. A teacher-focused webinar produced by

the Regent University School of Education, Online Video link.
Finn, D.E., Horton, K., Shands, C., and Bosworth, C. (2019, December). High Impact Education and
Industry Partnerships. Vision 2019, the annual conference of the Association for Career and

Technical Education (ACTE), Anaheim, CA.
Finn, D.E., (2019, October 29-30). COABE virtual conference host. 2019 Annual Virtual Conference of the

Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE), Online.
Finn, D.E., Bonney S. (October 17, 2019). Adult education and its role in creating and maintaining a strong
US workforce. US Chamber of Conference Foundation Talent Forward Conference and national


https://youtu.be/ocZRDqfCqS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHTyXL1FkTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTyFXWdaRks
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simulcast. Washington, DC.

Finn, D.E. (2019, October 10) National Public Policy Forum Panel: American Association for Adult and
Continuing Education (AAACE) Annual Conference., St. Louis, MO.

Finn, D.E. (2019, September 27). How and Why to Advocate for Your Program. A featured Conference
Session at the 2019 Pro Literacy Annual Conference, San Diego, CA.

Finn, D.E. (2019, September 26). Educate and elevate: The groundbreaking public awareness campaign.
2019 Pro Literacy Annual Conference, San Diego, CA.

Finn, D.E., Horton, K., Shands, C., and Bosworth, C. (2019, December 5). Mobilize & Maximize Employer
Engagement: CTE & Adult Education. Vision 2019, the annual conference of the Association for
Career and Technical Education (ACTE), Anaheim, CA.

Finn, D.E. (31 March, 2019). Adult ed 101: Peeking behind the adult learners' mask! An intensive pre-
conference session presented at the annual 2019 Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE)
conference. New Orleans, LA.

Finn, D.E. (2018, October, 4). Advocacy for Adult Learning Programs: Big and small steps you can take
now! (panelist) American Association for Adult and Continuing Education Annual Conference.
October 2-5, 2018, Myrtle Beach, SC.

Finn, D.E., Sharbono, K., & Bonney, S. (2017, December 2). Adult education intersects with cte nationwide.
Career Tech Vision 2017, the annual Conference of the Association for Career & Technical Education:
Nashville, TN

Finn, D.E. (2017, November 1) Getting to know your national organization and educate & elevate. Virginia
Association for Adult and Continuing Education Conference: Fredericksburg, VA

Finn, D.E., Sharbono, K., Stangnolia, R., & Bonney, S. (2017, October 10). Educate and elevate public
awareness campaign. A session presented at the Families Learning 2017 conference, Presented by
the National Center for Families Learning. Tucson, AZ.

Finn, D.E. (2017, April 2). Understanding and effectively working with adult learners: what you need to
know! An intensive pre-conference session presented at the annual 2017 Coalition on Adult Basic
Education (COABE) Conference. Orlando, FL.

Finn, D.E. (2017, April 2). Critical thinking: essential for adult learners and those who instruct them. An
intensive pre-conference session presented at the annual 2017 Coalition on Adult Basic Education
(COABE) conference. Orlando, FL.

GRANTS AND CERTIFICATIONS

(2024/2025) Grooms, L.D., & Finn. D.E. (2024) Beyond commencement: Measuring the impact of
factors related to instilling the university’s motto and values into doctoral students. A funded
Regent University Faculty Grant for 2024/2025.


https://www.careertechvision.com/2019/profile.cfm?profile_name=session&master_key=76D8C9D0-9780-D9E2-AC5A-4E28A1A771A3&page_key=78379D6E-C2BB-F634-6C2A-0519302394D9&xtemplate&userLGNKEY=0
https://www.careertechvision.com/2019/profile.cfm?profile_name=session&master_key=76D8C9D0-9780-D9E2-AC5A-4E28A1A771A3&page_key=78379D6E-C2BB-F634-6C2A-0519302394D9&xtemplate&userLGNKEY=0
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(2023/2024) Finn, D.E., & Grooms L.D. (2024). Factors related to persistence in online doctoral
programs. A funded Regent University Faculty Grant for 2023/2024.

(2022, September) Blackboard Certified Expert. Blackboard Corporation.

(2022, April) Online Entrepreneurship Institute Parts A & B. The Economic Empowerment Project at
Virginia Tech.

(2021, January) 3 Es Of Board Development: Education, Evaluation, Exit. A certificate program of the
Nonprofit WebAdvisor Group.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS

International Journal of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education (IJTLHE)
Associate Editor (2025-present)
International Coalition of Editors of Adult Education Journals
US Representative (2024-present)
Coalition on Adult Basic Education (COABE):
Past-President of the Board (2021-2023)
President of the Board (2019-2021)
President-Elect (2017-2019)
Secretary to the Board (2015-2017)
Region 2 Representative (2013-2015)
Publications Chairman (2017-present)
COABE Journal Editor (2021-present)

Virginia Association for Adult and Continuing Education (VAACE) Lifetime Member:
President (2009-2012)
Past President (2012-2013)
Long-term Planning Chair (2012-2017)

Conference Committee Chairman/Planning Team (2007-2015)
American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE)
Commission of Professors of Adult Education (CPAE)
Association of Adult Literacy Professional Developers (AALPD)
National College Transition Network (NCTN)
Virginia's Higher Education Leadership Partners (VA HELP) (2002-2006)
Central Virginia College Quest Executive Planning Committee (2004-2006)
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UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES AND SERVICE

Program Director, Regent University School of Education Postmaster’s Program (2024-present)

Program Chair, Ph.D., Ed.D., Ed.S, and M.S. Ed. in Curriculum & Instruction, Educational
Technology and Online Learning, and Instructional Design and Technology, Regent University
School of Education (2011-present)

Dean's Council, Regent University (2015-18)

Academic Council, Regent University (2015-18)

President's Cabinet, Regent University (2015-18)

Curriculum and Instruction Review Committee (CIRC), Regent University (2014-2015) Chair.
Curriculum and Instruction Review Committee (CIRC), Regent University (2007-2014) Vice Chair.
Faculty Senate, School of Education Senator (2011-2013, 2024-present)

Program Chair, Doctor of Education, Regent University School of Education (2015)

School of Education Curriculum Committee Chair, Regent University (2011-2015)

School of Education Doctoral Appeals Committee, Regent University (2007-2011)
Postmasters in Education subcommittee, Regent University (2006-present)

AWARDS/HONORS

2024-2025 Professor of the Year, Regent University, School of Education

2023 Excellence in Service to the Field of Adult Education presented by the Coalition on Adult
Basic Education (COABE)

2022 President’s Award for Outstanding National Service presented by the Coalition on Adult
Basic Education (COABE)

2014 President's Outstanding Service Award presented by the Virginia Association for Adult &
Continuing Education (VAACE)

2013 Outstanding Adult Education Leadership Award presented by the Virginia Association for
Adult & Continuing Education (VAACE)

2009-2010 Professor of the Year, Regent University, School of Education

PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING

Training Consultant: Universal design principles for effective instruction (two parts) for the faculty
of Thomas Nelson Community College, Hampton, VA, Online (2021, March & April).
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Virginia Adult Education program grant reader, Virginia Department of Education (2020, April-
May)

Training Consultant: Project GREAT (Getting Results Educating Adults in Texas), Regional Centers
of Excellence: State Adult Education Centers.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Equi-Kids Equine Therapy volunteer, Virginia Beach, VA (2015-2024)
Member: Bridge Church Ministries (2015-present)



